
Foster Parent Banquet 
On the evening of Friday, May 17, 2024, the Division of Children Services celebrated Stark County foster 

parents during the Annual Foster Parent Appreciation Banquet at La Pizzaria in Canton.  The banquet is held 

during the month of May, in observance of National Foster Care Month. 

 

The night included appetizers, dinner (served family style), entertainment, and a formal ceremony.  Nearly 200 

people were in attendance, which included foster parents and their families, Stark JFS employees, child welfare 

workers, and community partners.  We were also happy to have several public figures join us. 

 

The following foster parents were recognized for reaching significant milestones: 

 

30 years of service:  Howard & Robin Dunham 

25 years of service:  Martha Burkholder 

20 years of services:  Edward & Billie Jo Muckley 

10 years of service:  Steven & Tara Gower 

5 years of services:  Jeremie & Rachael Baker, Tyler & Kari Lab, Dennis & Shelley Rowbotham,  

        Bryan & Jeanette Treisch 

 

We are grateful to have had the opportunity to share this special night with all of you, thank you for everything 

you do for the children in our community!  

August 2024 



Annual RUMO Rising Up...Moving On 
On Thursday, June 27, 2024, we were excited to join Project KARE to celebrate the graduation of four youths in 

foster care during the annual Rising Up… Moving On (RUMO) event!  This year’s celebration was a little 

different from previous years.  In lieu of a formal luncheon and ceremony, the graduates requested a fun day of 

playing games at Dave & Buster’s in Belden Village Mall.  

 

Graduates, along with their friends and family, were treated to a casual lunch of chicken fingers, macaroni & 

cheese, French fries, and sliders.  Guests were provided with game cards that allowed them to play in the arcade 

all afternoon.  Games included VR/video games, air hockey, ping pong, billiards, and more! 

 

Staff from the Division of Children Services were in attendance to congratulate them and distribute gifts to help 

with the next chapter of their lives. 

 

This event would not have been possible without the generous support of our sponsors.  Thank you to Adams 

Angels 912, Jerry Coleman, Brian Kandel, Susan Lenigar, Edward Marino, Jaqui Petro, Kathy Savage, Andrea 

Scassa, Rae Ann Swinehart, and Maggie Paul’s Unit (Recruitment, Licensing, & WWK).  

 

Congratulations to our graduates:  Milo Evans (Cypress High School, Mansfield), Lucas McCauley (East Canton 

High School, East Canton), Trinity Snell (Stow-Munroe Falls High School), and Aaliyah Wise (Cypress High 

School, Mansfield)! 
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SEPTEMBER 

Helping Children Process Their World: Sensory Processing Issues in Children 

Date: Saturday, September 28, 2024, from 9:00am-12:00pm | Trainer: Angie Buckalew 

 

Communicable Disease - Protection Your Family’s Health 

Date: Saturday, September 28, 2024, from 12:45pm-4:00pm | Trainer: Angie Buckalew 
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Using an Alternative Caregiver 
It is important for all our foster families to know that alternative caregivers can be used for respites, vacations, and 

more.  This helps with normalcy.  The role of alternative caregivers is not for daily child care, but to provide 

babysitting services when you need it.  They must be preapproved by our office prior to service.  There is no limit to 

the number of alternative caregivers you can have on file with us.  For more information about how to register an 

alternative caregiver with our agency, please contact your family resource worker.  

 

In accordance with our policy, respite care services are designed to provide temporary relief of child caring 

responsibilities. Respite care may be planned and arranged in advance, or when the situation warrants, on an 

emergency basis. 

Vipperman Family Recognized 
On Saturday, August 10th, Stark County foster parents Kaz and 

Melissa Vipperman were recognized during the Savannah 

Bananas baseball game in Cleveland, Ohio.  The owners of the 

team, Jesse and Emily Cole, have a mission of celebrating the 

foster care community while educating and inspiring others to get 

involved.  The Coles are foster parents themselves, licensed since 

2020.  Through their nonprofit organization, Bananas Foster, they 

are dedicated to bringing families together.  For more information 

about the organization, visit BananasFoster.org. 
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